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so little did he trust his slippery ally, that not a
penny of the money which went in the various
expenditures passed into the Emperor's greedy
hands. Almost at once Francis received a check
on his victories ; and in January 1516 the whole
face of the situation in Europe changed, for news
came to England that Ferdinand was dead. He
left his kingdom to his grandson, Charles V, who
thus added Spain to the Netherlands; and
Charles, in the hope of gaining a French marriage
for himself, made a secret treaty between France
and Flanders in 1516.

This wTas a rebuff to Wolsey's policy in more
ways than one. It strengthened the power of
France, and almost snubbingly left England in
the cold. When he discovered that his shifty
ally, Maximilian, had been involved in this
treaty, and had accepted money from France,
Wolsey betrayed no surprise or alarm. He bided
his time, knowing that Francis would live to
regret his alliance with this slippery customer \
and he persuaded Henry to receive the Emperor's
explanation of poverty with cold disdain. This
piece of policy on Wokey's part, due rather to his
ability to suffer fools when no good could come
of punishing them than to any foresight, proved
the salvation of England in the eyes of Europe.
For Charles had to fight for the Spanish domin-
ions ; and he needed money for the expedition.
The conduct of Maximilian had already been
exposed ; and so he approached Henry. That